
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Help us:  Cyclone victims clamour for aid in Bangladesh 

Bangladesh situation 
still desperate  
Almost two weeks after Bangladesh 
was hit by a devastating cyclone, aid 
workers are struggling to get help to 
survivors of the ferocious storm. 

Amongst those in the frontline of 
efforts to assist the cyclone victims are 
members of a ShelterBox Response 
Team (SRT). 

The charity has so far sent aid for 
more than 6,000 people to Bangladesh. 
Five SRT members are now at work in 
some of the worst affected 
communities, identifying who needs 
help most and organising how to get 
aid to where they are.  

However, apart from the sheer scale 
of the disaster, aid operations are 
hampered by a landscape covered with 
swamps and rivers. 

SRT member Raul Fernandez carried 
out an initial assessment in the town of 
Gabatula – which took the full force of 
both the cyclone’s 155mph winds and 
the 16ft tidal surge that follows. 

He said: “We found 3,000 people 
living without any shelter just in 
Gabatula. The destruction there is 
terrible and they’re in desperate need 
of aid. 

Raul said many families are making 
do with crude shelters built from sticks, 
bits of bamboo and lengths of cloth. 

 

Christmas gift 
idea!  

 

ShelterBox is this month launching a 
new Friends organisation for its 
supporters. 

Joining the Friends of ShelterBox 
gives supporters a chance to 
demonstrate their commitment to our 
work. There will also be opportunities 
for members to get more involved if 
they want to. 

So, if you’re stuck for a Christmas gift 
idea for the person who has 
everything, why not give them a gift 
that will help us bring new hope to 
people around the world? 

For more information, either visit 
www.shelterbox.org/friends.htm or call 
us on 01326 569782. 
 

With no other dry land, they have 
resorted to living in long lines beside 
roads and paths on the only available 
ground. 

He added: “The distribution of aid is 
very difficult. It’s proving quite chaotic 
at times and the terrain makes it very 
difficult – the fact that there are so 
many rivers to cross and so little dry 
land. Most of the access has to be 
done by boat.” 

Much of the aid operation is being co-
ordinated by Bangladesh’s military, 
which is managing to get some food aid 
to cyclone victims but even they are at 
full stretch.  

An army major in the capital Dhaka 
admitted: “We can’t provide enough. 
Every day we give them this much rice 
and it’s eaten and it’s gone. It’s a real 
struggle to provide what is needed. 
We’re giving tiny amounts to very big 
communities.” 

ShelterBox photographer Mark 
Pearson said: “The situation here is a 
mess. Huge trees have come down on 
houses and are all over the place. It’s 
going to take a good six months to 
clear everything up.” 

He added: “It’s bad here in Gabatula 
but there are other communities further 
along that are even more inaccessible.” 

 

***HELP US FILL 
MORE BOXES***  

 

Many Rotary clubs across Britain & 
Ireland have already responded to the 
Bangladesh situation with donations. 

ShelterBox has sent 624 boxes so far 
but may still send more. The charity’s 
founder, Rotarian Tom Henderson, 
said: “Two weeks after the storm, many 
communities are still waiting for help. 

“Thousands of people have lost 
everything and are in urgent need of 
food, water and shelter.” 

He added: “We may send more 
boxes to Bangladesh but we also need 
to replenish our stocks so that we’re 
ready for the next disaster – whenever 
and wherever that may be. If your club 
can help, please do whatever you can.” 
 

Global deployments  
 

In addition to work in Bangladesh, a 
ShelterBox team also delivered 200 
boxes in Mexico following the extensive 
floods in the Tabasco region. 

Another SRT delivered 100 boxes to 
flood victims in Uganda and a further 
216 boxes are on their way to 
Somaliland by sea as part of ongoing 
aid efforts there. 
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Last legs: The end of day one for a team taking part in the 2007 Dartmoor Challenge. 

Know anyone who’s ready 
for a Challenge? 
 

ShelterBox will be staging its third Dartmoor Challenge next April – and we need 
help recruiting teams to enter. 

 

The ShelterBox Trust is a registered charity operat ed by The Rotary Club of Helston -Lizard.  
Charity no. 1096479. Company no. 4612652. The ShelterBox Trust, Unit 1, Water-Ma-Trout, Helston, Cornwall TR13 0LW. Tel: 01326 569782 

 

President: HRH The Duchess of Cornwall 
 

 

SHELTERBOX IN 
SCANDINAVIA 

 

ShelterBox continues to attract support 
in more and more countries. 

One of our newest affiliates is 
ShelterBox Denmark – set up by 
Copenhagen International Rotary Club. 

And the club has already signed up 
its first corporate sponsor. The Danish 
bank DnB NORD has agreed to 
sponsor five boxes in 2007 – as well as 
supporting ShelterBox annually. 

In Sweden, the Apladalens Rotary 
Club in Varnamo has also begun 
collecting money for ShelterBox, 
starting off with a display in a local 
shopping centre. 
 

This year’s Dartmoor event attracted 
25 teams, with one coming from as far 
as North Yorkshire.  

The unique two-day Challenge not 
only raises thousands of pounds to 
support the charity’s work but is also an 
excellent way of making the work of 
both ShelterBox and Rotary known to a 
new audience. 

There will be places for 50 teams on 
next year’s Dartmoor Challenge, which 
takes place on April 26-27.  
 

ShelterBox also has plans for a similar 
event in the north of England later in 
the year. 

As well as looking for entrants, we 
would welcome help from anyone who 
can promote the event in their area. 

If you can help, please contact Huw 
Thomas or Sally Grint on 01326 
569782 or via publicity@shelterbox.org. 

More information about the 
Challenge can be found by visiting  
www.shelterboxchallenge.com.  

 

THANK YOU, ROTARY! 
 

RIBI clubs donated £56,000-plus in 
October. Special mention goes to: 

 

* Stratford-upon-Avon £6,500 * 
* Portsmouth £2,450 * The Channel 
£2,450 * Wexford £2,175 * Exmouth 

Raleigh £2,000 * Northampton £1,960 
* Quantocks £1,470 * Crewe & 

Nantwich Weaver £1,470 * Nantwich 
£1,325 * Dublin North £1,023 * 

Donaghadee £1,000 * Paisley £1,000 * 
Brigg £1,000 * 

 

For full details of donations see our website 
www.shelterbox.org  

 

Donations from the public & Rotary worldwide 
paid for 377 boxes in October. 

 

Lymington backs 
ShelterBox 

 

The Rotary Club of Lymington is 
galvanising support from the local 
community for Shelter Box.  

So far this Rotary year, six boxes 
have been donated – thanks to a 
sponsored slim by club member Philip 
Messinger, fundraising by the Hordle 
Brownies, and the kind-hearted support 
of the residents of Haglane Copse who 
raised money for a complete box. 

The rest results from the generosity 
of resident and visitors alike who have 
long supported Rotary in Lymington 
and the good work it undertakes. 

  

 
Farewell:  George Armstrong with the 
charity’s president, HRH The Duchess of 
Cornwall, on her recent visit to ShelterBox 

George retires as operations manager 
 

ShelterBox’s operations manager – George 
Armstrong – has retired from the charity. 

For the past few years, George has been in 
charge of the ShelterBox Response Team, 
responsible for the recruitment, training and 
deployment of its volunteer members. 

George was the Helston-Lizard club 
president when ShelterBox was formed and 
got involved as a volunteer after the tsunami. 
His role has now been taken by Lasse 
Petersen (operations) and Ed Cox (training). 

KEEP IN TOUCH! 
 

Out Of The Box is produced each month so that we can keep in touch with our Rotary 
supporters and update them on what ShelterBox is up to both in the UK and on deployment 

around the world. 
  

If you would like to receive this bulletin by email on a regular basis please contact: 
publicity@shelterbox.org and ask for the Rotary bulletin. 

 


